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NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

Jessica Forman

aBrsm clarinet   
Grade 4

merit

natalie anne mustard

aBrsm Piano                         
Grade 1

Pass

CONGRATULATIONS

Do you know how to be inter-
net SMART? Are you eating 
healthily enough? What is 

‘Big School’ really like? 

These are just some of the many issues 
that were the subject of the Year 10 
Drama GCSE Theatre in Education 
pieces performed this week. Theatre 
in Education is a style of theatre that 
aims to educate people on a matter 

that relates to the intended target 
audience through the use of various 
theatrical techniques. They can be 
comical, emotional, thought provok-
ing or even a mixture of all three. Our 
pupils rose to the challenge, creating 
some fantastic work in their exam 
pieces. The pupils have shown great 
dedication to their work and peers, 
endeavouring to expand on their 
skills and refine their work to a high 

standard. It was 
also fantastic 
to see A level students lending a hand 
in the process, offering direction and 
support when needed. We’re lucky to 
have some very talented students. 
Well done Year 10 and we eagerly 
await your next challenge!

Visit woldgate.net 
for more details

A family of schools
with shared values
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IPYR 10 TeACh US A ThING OR TwO!
Role reversal as GCSE Drama pupils become educators in dazzling short plays.



2 www.woldgate.netIssue 40

KeY DATeS

SpRING TeRm

4th January  to 11th February 2016

22nd February to 24th march 2016

SUmmeR TeRm

11th april  -  27th may 2016

6th June  - 22nd July 2016

STAff TRAINING 
DAYS

 12th February 2016

pluS 2 diSaggregated dayS 

25th & 26th July 2016

INTeRNAL exAm weeKS

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

year 11
W/c 4th January 2016

year 12
W/c 22nd February 2016

year 13
W/c 22nd February 2016

Welcome

heADTeACheR’S weLCOme

This week, I met with the School Council to discuss their 
priorities for the school. After consulting their peers 
during form time, each year group has identified the 

changes they would like to see in the school, in order to 
further improve their educational experience. We have now 
incorporated these ideas into our school development plan 
and over the next year will work to see them implemented for 
the benefit of our pupils.

Each year group, with the exception of our new Year 7, who are currently 
consulting, has specific goals they wish to achieve. My Head of Lower School, 
Upper School and Sixth Form will now meet with each year group to discuss 
how, together, we can bring about the change they seek. I believe this is 
an exciting time for our 
pupils and a real oppor-
tunity as a community 
to ensure we remain 
true to our core purpose 
of doing the very best 
for our children. I know 
Mr Sloman, Ms Long-
staff and Mrs Lawson 
are looking forward to 
further tailoring the 
provision in Upper & 
Lower Schools and Sixth 
Form, as we ensure that 
as a community we continue to recognise the needs of our pupils, as they 
make that key transition from Primary to Secondary, and those vital steps 
on to Upper School and formal qualifications, before finally starting Sixth 
Form as young adults.

To start this process, 
we have recently refur-
bished the Year 11 
Common Area and have 
started to serve food 
at break times and will 
extend this, eventually, 
to lunch.   The area can 
now accommodate over 
eighty young people 
and provides an area 
to socialise, eat and, of 
course, work. It was abso-

lutely wonderful during our recent mock examinations to see exactly that 
demonstrated, as our pupils used the facility to prepare for examinations 
or to study. The additional seating for Year 11 has, with the provision of the 
food servery, also benefitted our other pupils who continue to use the Food 
for Thought Café.

Towards the end of last year we also 
started to create a new library for 
the school. Although conscious of the 
drive towards technology, it is clear 
that our pupils also enjoy the pleas-
ures of reading a good book. Previ-

ously the space provided 
within English was very 
limited and we are excited 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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noticeboard

that our new library will allow us to 
expend our collection of non-fiction 
and fiction books. Towards Easter, 
we will also be purchasing new book-
shelves and books to fully equip the 
room and we will also be creating 
an outdoor teaching space attached 
to the library; this will provide addi-
tional space for pupils to read. It can 
also be used in summer for outdoor 
teaching. Already the bookshelves 
are being filled, and my colleagues 
in departments are kindly support-
ing the provision of this facility that 
will be fully equipped over the next 
few months.

I am very grateful to friends of Evelyne Longden who, through the bequest, have sought to support the school in 
making this possible. I know our pupils are extremely grateful and I believe both of these spaces will make a huge 
difference to our young people. If you would like to support this work, then we’d love to receive copies of books 
that you feel would be of benefit to our young people, both fiction and non-fiction. With over 1000 books on order, 
we believe this will be a first class facility, but we would love to receive copies of books, especially fiction, to help 
encourage all our pupils to discover the joys of reading.

We have also, as part of this process, seen our newly 
relocated and refurbished Learning Support Centre 
really busy. The department has created a wonderful 
environment for our pupils, which provides a breakfast 
club, one-to-one support, a small computer area and a 
teaching space for small groups.

In addition, we are currently, with the kind support of 
East Riding, redecorating all our Mathematics class-
rooms and some of these are also being re-carpeted. 
Over the following academic year we will complete 
the process, before moving on to decorate the English 
Department rooms.  We are also grateful that our bid 
to re-floor two of the Science rooms, following the 
successful refurbishment of the Science Department 
last year, has also been approved, alongside the redeco-
ration of the central corridor within the main building.

Over the following term, we will be listening carefully to our young people, to ensure that alongside our core purpose 
of ensuring every pupil receives the very best teaching and care, we also have the very best facilities for our young 
people to learn and for my colleagues to teach.

Do have a great weekend.
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KeY DATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

exAmS

22nd-26th February

exam Week

10th march

reSultS day

INfORmATION, 
ADvICe & 

GUIDANCe fOR 
YR11 (IAG)

1St - 5th February

iag intervieWS

8th February

iag day

fOOTbALL fIxTUReS

27th January

Woldgate vS John leggott college

1400 k.o. home

24th February

Woldgate vS WolFreton conSortium

1400 k.o. home

9th march

Woldgate vS malton School

1400 k.o. aWay

16th march

Woldgate vS elliot hudSon college

1400 k.o. aWay

mRS LAwSON wRITeS:
Sixth Form college

heALTh & SOCIAL CARe wORK pLACemeNTS 
At Lyndhurst Nursery School, Pocklington – 
Connie Parkinson & Emily Boden, Year 13

We are delighted to share some excellent feedback, over the 
next few weeks, from employers - singing the students praises, 
complementing them on their professionalism and engagement.

Connie and emily haVe regularly Visited on a wednesday 
during their enriChment time and haVe Volunteered in the 

holidays. they haVe worked alongside the nursery team and 
helped to deVelop story time, feeding and playing and haVe 

arranged their own imaginatiVe play sChemes that the little 
ones haVe thoroughly enjoyed. the Carers on site praised them 

for their time and professional approaCh to eVerything.  

As I looked at the Year 12 Spring Progress Reviews this 
week, I felt enormous pride in the students at our 
Sixth Form. Overwhelmingly, our Year 12 students 

have developed excellent independent study skills and their 
attitudes to learning are exemplary. 

The Progress Reviews are also an opportunity for us to 
ensure that any students who may need extra support with 
their studies are receiving it. All our Sixth Form students 
should now be working hard towards their mock exams in 

February, the results of which will help them to set clear learning goals for 
the remaining weeks of their AS or A2 studies. 

It was also a great pleasure to meet with the Sixth Form Student Coun-
cil and Senior Prefects this week, and hear their thoughts and ideas for 
making improvements in the Sixth Form. Their suggestions for how we 
could put those ideas into practice were both practical and innovative. I 
look forward to working with our students to bring those ideas to fruition.

Mrs K Lawson
Head of sixtH forM
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Sixth Form college

ART & DeSIGN

STUDY ART & DeSIGN beCAUSe...
“logiC will get you from a to B, But CreatiVity will take you eVerywhere.” - alBert einstein

IT COULD LeAD YOU...
“the future Belongs to young people with the imagination to Create.” - BaraCk oBama

phYSICS

STUDY phYSICS beCAUSe... 
you haVe a fasCination aBout how the uniVerse works.

IT COULD LeAD YOU... 
to joBs in astronomy, engineering or as a researCh sCientist and is a respeCted qualifiCation 

for those hoping to Be inVolVed in many other areas inCluding Business, finanCe and it.

mAThS

STUDY mAThS beCAUSe... 
it is an interesting Course, whiCh will help you to do well in other 

suBjeCts and it giVes you plenty of Career options.

IT COULD LeAD YOU TO... 
a huge Variety of different Careers (see www.mathsCareers.org.uk), inCluding most 

joBs (not just highly CompliCated and high paid mathematiCal joBs).

mUSIC TeChNOLOGY

STUDY mUSIC TeChNOLOGY beCAUSe... 
you will haVe opportunities to explore and Create musiC. the Course demands independenCe and 

the aBility to proBlem solVe - attraCtiVe qualities for employers and uniVersities alike. 

IT COULD LeAD YOU TO... 
an exCiting Career in the musiC industry, one of this Country’s leading Cultrual exports.

fURTheR mAThS

STUDY fURTheR mAThS beCAUSe... 
it is a rewarding Course that 85% of all students who haVe taken a2 further maths 

at woldgate oVer the last 5 years haVe aChieVed an a*, a or B grade. 

IT COULD LeAD YOU TO... 
uniVersity and a Career in a wide range of luCratiVe joBs, for example, students haVe 

gone on to work for British aerospaCe or at the large hadron Collider. 

SUbjeCT SpOTLIGhT
With Sixth Form Taster Day fast approaching, which Subjects will you try?
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KeY DATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

YeAR 7
11th, 16th & 17th march

geography FieldWork 
trip to mancheSter

YeAR 8
15th march

technology challenge tbc

24th march

civil War re-enactment event

YeAR 9
28th January

Stem Supergroup challenge tbc

4th February

kS4 inFormation evening 
For yr9 parentS

1800 - 2000

25th February

parentS’ evening

1630 - 1900

14th march

inJectionS

mR SLOmAN wRITeS:

Part of our ethos at Woldgate School and Sixth Form 
College is to encourage our pupils and students to 
recognise when others need help and to offer support.  

Pupils are encouraged to do this in all aspects of school life, 
and to help out in their local community. On Thursday, our 
Year 8 pupils were visited by Carol Hall from the East Riding 
Voluntary Action Services. They learnt about different ways 
in which they can help and support others, together with 
how to find opportunities to volunteer their time and energy 
in their local community.

Another aspect of our ethos is pride in our School and its achievements.  
During my meeting with our Lower School Student Counsellors this week, 
I was struck at the pride they feel in belonging to Woldgate School and 
the real sense of community that is a recognised part of everyday life at 
the school. They enjoy hearing about and celebrating the achievements 
of others during weekly assemblies, and our school newsletter is shared 
with the pupils every week. I am sure we will be celebrating our pupils’ 
volunteering achievements, both in school and in the community, in the 
months to come.

Mr L sLoMan
Head of Lower scHooL

loWer School

KEY STAGE 4 
OPEN EVENING

THURSDAY 4TH FEBRUARY
6 pM - 8 pM 

NUmbeR DAY

The NSPCC is celebrating their Number Day on Friday 
5th February 2016 as a way to raise money to fund 
their vital services such as ChildLine – the helpline 

that’s always there for children and young people what-
ever their problem or concern. Woldgate’s Maths Department will be join-
ing in to raise money, because, like the NSPCC, we believe that all children 
deserve a childhood free from harm.

Year 7, 8 and 9 will be playing a game of Mathematical bingo during their 
last Maths lesson of the week ending on the 5th of February.  We will be 
asking pupils to pay a minimum of 30p to play, and there will be a prize for 
the winner of each game. We will also be asking Key Stage 3 form groups 
to think of number themed ways to raise money too. Perhaps they can 
challenge their form tutor to a sponsored times table competition, or ask 
friends and family to sponsor them to learn their 219 times table?

We’re looking forward to all the fun of Number Day, and we really appreci-
ate your support. All the money we raise will help to make a difference to 
children today and help change the lives of children tomorrow.

You can find out more about the NSPCC’s work at www.nspcc.org.uk
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KeY DATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

YeAR 10
4th February

employer Q&a

14th march

inJectionS

17th march

employer Q&a

YeAR 11
28th January

mock reSultS day

4th February

apprenticeShip inFormation event

1St - 5th February

iag intervieWS

8th February

iag day

8th February

parentS’ evening

1630 - 1900

9th - 15th February

berlin viSit -  gcSe hiStory

22 February

Sixth Form application deadline

24th - 27th February

high adventure - gcSe pe

29th February

Functional engliSh examS level 1&2
(For pupilS abSent in January)

1St march

Functional mathS exam

(For pupilS abSent in January)

23rd march

gcSe drama moderation

mS LONGSTAff wRITeS:
upper School

Next Thursday our Year 11 pupils will receive their 
Mock Exam Results during their Citizenship lesson.  
After a brief assembly with Mr Smith, they will open 

their envelopes and see how they performed across all of 
their subjects.  After returning to their tutor groups, their 
tutors will lead them through an activity designed to help 
them reflect on how much they have achieved so far and 
what changes they may need to think about putting in place 
in order to further improve for their real GCSE exams in June.  
Following this, during the first week in February, pupils will 

have a conversation with a senior member of staff to look ahead at their 
aspirations for the future. The intention of these meetings is to offer 
support to our young people as they enter the last few months of their 
GCSE years and ensure that if they are wanting to make further improve-
ments, they are aware of what they need to do and have some ideas about 
how to do it.

Also next week, I will be meeting with the Student Council Representa-
tives from Year 10 to have a discussion with them about their year group 
and the ideas that they have about improvements which could be made 
to improve their school experience.  I am looking forward to working with 
these pupils more closely over the next few months as these conversa-
tions are key to understanding the priorities that our young people have 
and are extremely valuable in allowing us to see things from a different 
perspective.

Ms a Longstaff
Head of Upper scHooL

YeAR 11 mOCK INTeRvIewS

As part of the Careers programme at Woldgate we try to ensure that 
every Year 11 pupil can have a mock interview with an employer. We 
plan for this to take place on Thursday 10th March during National 

Careers Week. This is a great way for pupils to practise the skills that they 
have been learning in their Citizenship lessons and interact with employers 
to find out what they expect from people when they are hiring. 

Pupils will go through the process of producing a CV and a cover letter 
and these will also be critiqued by the interviewer. We have a range of 
businesses that we already have links with but if there are any employers 
or similar that would be willing to act as an interviewer please contact Mr 
Barrett at the school or email careers@woldgate.eriding.net

mailto:careers%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
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PLEASE SHARE: If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the community with us, then please 
feel free to email Mr Ben Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

CARe & AChIevemeNT 
CO-ORDINATORS

Mrs r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

sixtH forM

07790 351276

Mrs c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper scHooL

07790 351281

Mr s BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower scHooL

07790 351283

wOLDGATe GOveRNORS

Governors are often described as being critical 
friends of the School. They represent the local 
community on the governing body and repre-

sent the School within the local community. Wold-
gate has 16 Governors representing four categories:  
Parents, Staff, Local Authority and Community. 

Over the next few months each of our Governors will 
be visiting School and sharing an account of their visit. 
First up is Community Governor Trudi Fitzhenry who 
holds the delegated role of Mathematics. On Wednes-
day 27th January, she will be touring our Maths Depart-
ment, visiting a variety of GCSE lessons. 

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net
mailto:ben.wall%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=Newsletter

